Passenger Service on the D&H Gravity Railroad, 
Carbondale to Honesdale (Part IT) 


By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


Regular passenger service on the Gravity Railroad from Carbondale to Honesdale was instituted 
on April 5, 1877. It quickly became popular with the traveling public because it was a user- 
friendly means of transport between Carbondale and Honesdale that was, at the same time, an 
enjoyable experience unto itself (deluxe passenger coaches with a conductor) and a convenient 
and safe way to access and/or view the remarkable natural sites on the Moosic Mountain. 


In the Carbondale Leader of April 14, 1877, we read: “The new passenger trains on the gravity 
road have now been running over a week and have been well patronized. The trip is very exciting 
and interesting to those who have never been over such a route. The ride over the mountain from 
Carbondale to Waymart is enjoyable in its way, while that from Waymart to Honesdale is easier 
and very much pleasanter. The rugged scenery on this side the mountain adds to the novelty of 
the trip; and when the tourist reaches the summit and beholds the broad stretch of country before, 
behind, and around him he is filled with wonderment. The descent of the other side of the 
mountain is made in quick time. Perhaps the most interesting part of this route is from Waymart 
to Carbondale, Shepherd's Crook being the point of greatest interest on the entire route. The fare 
for the round trip is fixed at $1.60...” 


In August 1877, Mrs. L. A. Munger and Miss Carrie Smith organized a "pic-nic" at Shepherd's 
Crook. Among the members of this very genteel excursion outing, numbering about a hundred 
persons, were the members of the Amateur Orchestra and the Chorus Club. In the Carbondale 
Advance, August 25, 1877, we read: 


“A Pleasant Pic-Nic. / One of the most enjoyable rural entertainments commonly known as pic- 
nics, was the one arranged by Mrs. L. A. Munger and Miss Carrie Smith, and held at Shepherd’s 
Crook on Friday last. The morning was not a promising one, but as we ascended the mountain 
the mists cleared away and a glorious day dawned upon us. So much has been said both well and 
truthfully of the beauty of the scenery along this route that we will not here repeat the oft-told 
tale, but land our merry party—numbering nearly one hundred—at the Crook, where shouldering 
our baskets we wended our way up the hill to the pic-nic ground. The Amateur Orchestra, who 
by special invitation accompanied the party, here established themselves in a delightful leafy 
bower, and gave us from time to time some very good music, which added much to the 
enjoyment of the occasion, and set the merry echoes ringing among the rocks and hills. Several 
members of the Chorus Club were present, and their ‘tuneful songs were wafted by the breezes 
down the dell.’ Most of the party wandered off in little groups, gathering mosses, ferns and 
mountain ivy, while a few busied themselves preparing for the rural feast... Mrs. Munger and 
Miss Smith entertained their numerous guests in their leafy banquet hall with as much ease and 
grace as if they had been at home in their own parlors...” 


The D&H, for its part, did everything possible, to make the Gravity Railroad a first-class 
experience for the traveling public, including the building of new passenger coaches with seats 


that ran across the car and not lengthwise. These new cars were placed on the road by the end of 
September 1877. 


In June 1878, travelers from as far away as Jersey City, NJ, were encouraged to travel to 
Honesdale by the Erie and from there to Carbondale via the Gravity Railroad to attend the one 
hundredth anniversary of the Wyoming Massacre in Luzerne County, PA. The D&H offered 
half-fare excursion tickets to travelers who did so, and noted that "Experienced travelers every 
one say that the scenery on the Gravity Road from the highest mountain point looking towards 
the far-off Hudson River, surpasses anything of the kind in the United States. The pleasure of 
riding at first-class railway speed without dust from a locomotive is also heartily appreciated by 
every one traveling over this splendidly furnished route." 


In August of 1878, a large excursion of distinguished folks, mostly from out of town, were 
treated to a ride on the Gravity Railroad to Honesdale as guests of Superintendent Manville. In 
March 1879, working with the Erie Railroad, the D&H organized excursions from New York to 
Honesdale to Carbondale (via the D&H Gravity Railroad) to Dunmore (where passengers could 
transfer to the Pennsylvania Coal Company’s Gravity road to Hawley, and from there, via the 
Erie, back to New York). 


In June 1879, about 60 members of the Massachusetts Press Association were brought to 
Carbondale from Oneonta by a special D&H car. They then journeyed to Honesdale, 
accompanied by a delegation of journalists from Scranton, on the Gravity Railroad. One of those 
journalists, Mr. Justin Jones, writing for the Yankee Blade, wrote a glowing account of the trip by 
the Massachusetts editors over the D&H Gravity Railroad. 


In that account, we read: “Who, that participated on that lovely day, will ever forget the exciting 
ride over the Moosic mountains in the open cars of the Gravity railroad, from Carbondale to 
Honesdale... At times, on the downward grade we were speeding, almost flying, thro' the air at a 
rate of not less than forty-five miles an hour, around short curves, over the crown of 
embankments whose steep precipices make the heart jump to look below, across dark-looking 
ravines spanned by slight-looking bridges, and down steep descents that would make one 
shudder were it not 'assurance made doubly sure' that danger from accident was as far remote as 
on ordinary railways. This ride is a novel experience—an exhilarating sensation—one that wakes 
up a man so fully that he is almost surprised that is possible that he can be made so thoroughly 
wide awake; and with perceptive faculties thus opened, and his whole soul thrilling with the 
grandeur and magnificence of mountain and valley scenes, constantly opening before his 
enraptured vision, he feels transported above the ordinary levels of life to a much higher altitude 
than the summits of the grand old mountains themselves." (Carbondale Leader, July 19, 1879, p. 
2) 


Passenger traffic increased, week by week, month by month, suggesting that the D&H Gravity 
Railroad might well become one of the leading pleasure routes in the country. In October of 
1879, the D&H introduced winterized passenger coaches on the Gravity Railroad. On July 5, 
1880, St. John's Church of Honesdale hosted a "pic-nic" at Dimock's Grove in Waymart. The 
Carbondale Rifles were invited to attend and did, in fact, accept the invitation to attend the “pic- 
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nic. 


In late August 1880, about 200 persons, identified as the "Jonadab Excursion," plus members of 
the Carbondale Cornet Band, journeyed to Honesdale, on seven Gravity Railroad cars, on an 
excursion outing. In August 1881, the Carbondale and Scranton Odd Fellows (nearly 1,200 
persons, which filled 33 cars, plus the regular passenger train), accompanied by the Battalion 
Band of Scranton, the Olyphant Band, the Mozart Band of Carbondale, and the Honesdale 
Cornet Band journeyed to Honesdale and spent the afternoon at Germania Grove in Honesdale, 
where the afternoon was spent in merriment and speech-making. This Odd Fellows excursion 
was the grandest affair of the season. 


On July 1881, the Carbondale Trinity Church Sunday School held their annual pic-nic at 
Dimock's Grove in Waymart. On August 11, 1881, the Carbondale Odd Fellows, accompanied 
by the Mozart Band, journeyed to Honesdale on the Gravity Railroad, at fares below the usual 
excursion rate, "the committee having decided to add no margin for profit, the design being 
simply to afford all members of the order who wish to participate in the anniversary celebration 
of the Honesdale Lodge, and others who wish to visit Honesdale at that time, the opportunity to 
do so at small expense." The anniversary celebration of the Honesdale lodge of the Odd Fellows 
was a huge success and was declared to be “the grandest affair of the season.” The Odd Fellows 
delegation from Scranton was brought north to Carbondale on nine passenger coaches. Leaving 
Carbondale for Honesdale were thirty open air Gravity excursion cars, carrying nearly 1,200 
people to the Odd Fellows celebration in Honesdale. 


From the Honesdale column of the August 13, 1881 issue, p. 3, of The Scranton Republican, we 
learn that the 1,500 guests of Howard Lodge, I. O. O. F. of Honesdale, plus four bands (the 
Battalion Band of Scranton, the Olyphant Band, the Mozart Band of Carbondale, and the 
Honesdale Cornet Band) spent the afternoon at Germania Grove in Honesdale, where the 
afternoon was spent in merriment and speech-making. Travel to and from Honesdale was via the 
Gravity Railroad (33 cars plus the regular passenger train). And then, in the following week, 14 
railcars transported the Methodist Episcopal Sunday School of Carbondale in a ride over the 
Gravity Railroad. 


Thanks to "the present excellent management" of the Gravity Railroad, an immense number of 
persons were carried over the Gravity Railroad in 1881 with no accidents of any kind, allowing 
the reporter for the Carbondale Leader to note that "The gravity road under the present excellent 
management is even safer than ordinary locomotive roads." 


In October 1881, the first annual picnic and excursion to Honesdale and Waymart of the 
Palestine Commandery, No. 14, Knights Templar of Carbondale took place. One hundred and 
twenty five members and guests, plus the Mozart Band and Bauer's Orchestra, took part in this 
excursion, via the Gravity Railroad, to Honesdale (where the Honesdale Cornet Band joined the 
festivities) and then back to the Masonic Hall in Waymart, again on the Gravity Railroad. 


On August 26, 1882, the Union Excursion, from Scranton to Waymart, under the auspices of 
Lieutenant Ezra S. Griffin Post, No. 139, G. A. R., and Camp No. 8, Sons of Veterans, took 
place. In the advertisements in the newspapers for this outing, which was a huge success, it was 
noted that “The Picnic Grounds [at Dimock’s Grove] are fitted up in excellent style, so that all 


may thoroughly enjoy the day's pleasure. Whirligig, Swings, Teeters, Croquet and Ball Grounds, 
Shooting Gallery and Dancing Platform." It was also noted that “Refreshment Stands will be 
provided with choice eatables, consisting of Cakes, Pies, Baked Beans, Sandwiches, Ice Cream, 
Confections, etc., and can be had a trifling cost. EXCELLENT MUSIC IN ATTENDANCE.” 


This brief look at the early years of passenger travel on the Gravity Railroad to Honesdale clearly 
demonstrates that group travel via the Gravity Railroad was very popular with the public, 
especially if the trip on the Gravity Railroad was combined with a visit to a destination with 
picnic grounds, with visitor-friendly amenities, where a program or a sporting activity could be 
conducted. The D&H put together all those ideas and brought into existence Farview Park, on 
the Moosic Mountain. 


Farview Park was opened in September 1885, and the Carbondale Mozart Band picnic and 
excursion on Friday, September 18, was announced in the Carbondale Leader of September 15 
[Tuesday], 1885 (p. 4): “SWEET STRAINS ALL DAY. / The Mozart Band picnic and 
excursion to Farview comes off on Friday [the 18"). Everybody is going because it is going to be 
the ‘boss’ excursion of the season. It will be one continuous open air concert all day long. The 
tickets for the round trip are being sold for forty cents and are good on any regular train. The 
excursion train conveying the band to Farview will leave at 9 a. m. and of course that is the best 
train to go on. Refreshments will be served on the grounds and also cool and refreshing 
temperance drink, so that it will really be unnecessary to take a lunch with you, though of course 
you may do so if you choose. Make your arrangements to go with them if you want a day of 
pleasure.” (Carbondale Leader, September 15, 1885, p. 4) The excursion was an unqualified 
SUCCESS. 


Of what did Farview Park consist? A park of more than 600 acres, about 30 of which were 
improved as a picnic ground; more than 20 buildings, the largest of which was a pavilion, 175 
feet long by 35 feet wide, and built with four wings; swings, rustic seats, tennis courts, football 
and baseball grounds, shaded walks, open visas, pure drinking water, from one of the best 
springs on the Moosic Mountains, from which the Del. & Hud. Canal Company draws 75,000 
gallons daily, and two observatories, from the higher of which, at 2,345 feet above sea level, 
more than 20 cities and villages and 17 lakes could be seen. 


Who were these visitors to Farview Park: social, civic, religious, fraternal, professional, and 
family associations and organizations of all kinds, as well as vast numbers of working men and 
their families, all eager to take a day’s vacation at the mountain-top picnic resort of the D&H. 


In promoting the park, the D&H made it a point to give the elevation above sea level at various 
points in Farview Park and in nearby communities: Height above sea level: Carbondale, 1,079; 
Honesdale, 985; Ararat Summit, 2,023; Gravity Railroad summit, 1,947; Pavilion at Farview, 
2,053; High Point, Farview, 2,328; the top rail of the highest observatory at Farview is 2,345 feet 
above tide." 


Unlike destinations such as Saratoga Springs, NY, and Newport, RI, Farview Park was not a “see 
and be seen” environment. One went to Farview Park to get away for a day of rest and 
recuperation, away from the daily and the mundane realities of anthracite mining and railroading, 


for the pleasure of the day’s outing on the mountain top with one’s family, colleagues, and like- 
minded people. One went there as well for special events: balloon ascensions, parachute jumps— 
among other attractions. And a good measure of the attraction of the experience was the pleasure 
associated with a ride over the Gravity Railroad from Carbondale to the top of the Moosic 


Mountain. 
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The Depot and Platies atFarviews sve H, Gravity Ry Be 


“The Depot and Planes at Farview, D. & H. Gravity R. R.,” photograph by Ludolph Hensel in 
Orig. Photo. Souvenir of Del. & Hud. Gravity Road, published by L. Hensel, Hawley, PA. The 
track on the left is Plane No. 20 (light track); the track on the right is Plane No. 9 (loaded track). 
Photograph in the collection of the Carbondale Historical Society. 
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‘Observatory at Farview... 


Grand View from Observatory at Farview by L. Hensel. This photograph is included in Orig. 
Photo Souvenir of Del. & Hud. Gravity Road, published by L. Hensel, Hawley, PA. Photograph 
in the collection of the Carbondale Historical Society. 


